Nick’s Tips
February 2016

Winter in the Alpine House

Since planting in the fall of 2015, the alpine house has grown and changed a great deal. In the
begnningl was unsure of how plants would do as this is a completely new horticulture
endeavorl was about to start. Througput the winterl have made some changes and added
plants thatl felt would do well in tufa and sand beds. Although many of tlees go dormant

in the winter and slow their growth, many of the plants in the alpine house still pesoce

color andtexture. This ighe casewith SaxifragesAndrosace(entian,Dionysia and many of

the Suth Africansucculents. Now that the days have been getting longer, some of the plants
are beginning to wake up and set flower budike first to do this have been the Saxifragesl As
am writing this, many of them are justarting to bloom andook very happy growing in the

tufa rock.Saxifrages are also sometbe firstplants to bloom outside in the gardens.




Another plant that has been
outstanding since receiving it fro
Mike Kintgen of Denver Botanic
gardens iDionysia arabides
‘Gravetye. Thisunusual alpine
from the mountains of Irarhas
been blooming for almost the
entire winter. Right now it has
many flowers and buds and show{
no sign of slowing dowrhe
flowers are also very fragrant up
close. Notice it growing directly in
the tufa.

| have also added precooled sprin
bulbs such as Narcissus, Tulips,
Hyacinth, Crocus, Snowdrops, an -
many other unique spring
blooming ephemerals. At the
moment many of the bulbs are
starting to grow and will bgin
blooming in the next month or
less.

| have also added‘anulch’ of
expanded shale into the beds so
that the sand does not dry out as
quickly. Expanded shale is often §&
usedin potting mixes or plantings = : - .
for drainage and water retention as it holds about 33% of its weights in water and is porous.
The color and look of it has also added some more character to the planting beds and matches
well with the mural on the wallf | end up growing tired or see that the shale is not a great
addition,the shaleis very lightweight and easy to removdats of seed from various seed
exchanges and collections from last summer are also growing in the alpine I8tapday and

check out the Alpine House any time Monda8aturdaylOam to 4pm and | wikappilyshow

you aound.




Beloware a few pictures of the alpine house surrounded by the recent snow storm
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